
 Last spring, grades at 
Williamston High School became 
weighted. AP grades gained a grade 
boost, as a percentage grade in an AP 
class would earn a greater GPA than 
that same percentage in a non-AP class. 
This change has added value to AP 
classes in Williamston, and some think 
it may have taken value away from an-
other outlet for high achieving students.
 In WHS, the influx of AP 
classes and their added incentive of 
weighted grades has led to a shift away 
from one of the school’s groups for 
high achieving students: the Math and 
Science Academy. MSA applicants 
from this point forward have a choice: 
boost their GPA by taking as many AP 
courses as possible, or fill their schedule 
with technology, research, and extra 
science courses in the MSA. Not to say 
that the MSA classes are less valuable 
just because they aren’t weighted, 
but they provide challenge without a 
indicator of success in a boosted GPA. 
The fact of the situation is that MSA 
freshman facing three full years of three 
MSA classes a year don’t have much 
room for AP classes. 
 Joe Rasmus, the director 
of the MSA for the past four years 
disagrees:  “The MSA classes are, by 
and large, during the freshman and 
sophomore years.  Research is really 
the only ‘MSA’ class during the up-
perclassmen years.  And, for the most 
part, AP classes are taken by juniors and 
seniors… through the MSA classes, 
students in the program should feel 
well prepared for taking AP classes 

their junior and senior year, and thus 
the two work together, not against each 
other.” In his eyes, taking MSA courses 
prepares you for success in AP classes 
during your junior and senior years. 
 Williamston students 
watched last year as the top ten shifted 
to favor the weighted grades, and 
looked on as MSA students dropped 
out of the top ten. The top ten GPAs at 
Williamston are given an award, and 
being ranked in the top ten can help 
to apply for scholarships. Abby Cortis 
(‘17) and Logan Fenech (‘17) fell out 
of the top ten last year after grades were 
weighted. Because Cortis and Fenech 
hadn’t taken as many AP classes, they 
moved down and others got moved 
into the top ten. Not to say that the top 
ten is completely “anti-MSA”; four of 
the top ten were still MSA students after 
grades were shifted. 
Grace Lounsbury 
(‘17) was added to the 
top ten after gaining 
a boosted GPA from 
her AP classes. 
 While 
the ability to take 
AP classes as an MSA student is not 
completely gone, it may be severely 
diminished. This could limit the amount 
of AP classes a MSA student can take, 
however, Mr. Rasmus was quick to 
point out other benefits of the MSA: 
“What makes you different from the 
other 2+ million students that apply to 
college each year, most of which also 
have good grades?  The MSA fits per-
fectly into this.” Mr. Rasmus says that 

because the MSA provides a unique 
challenge, its value cannot be quanti-
fied by a boosted GPA. “Colleges and 
universities are putting less weight on 
grades because they know that, over the 
years, for whatever reason, high school 

grades have become 
inflated.  Weighting 
grades adds to this issue.  
Thus, they look more 
at how you challenge 
yourself in school, both 
in and out of class.” 
Clearly, the MSA can 
actually distinguish 

you from thousands of other applicants 
more than having a 4.1 GPA.
 For many of these kids, 
MSA would seem to be a hindrance 
in their quest to take as many AP tests 
as possible. Because the MSA has 
required classes every year, it can fill 
up a student’s schedule, potentially 
decreasing the amount of space left for 
AP classes. 

 Even though the decision 
to take whatever classes is a per-
sonal choice for each student, weighted 
grades lure not only incoming students, 
but also current students. They can 
feel trapped in an MSA experience 
that includes a rigid schedule and extra 
required classes. However, Mr. Rasmus 
says that no current MSA students 
have approached him about dropping 
MSA for AP classes. The amount of 
applications was also constant through 
a freshman group that knew about AP 
weighting, so the MSA has retained its 
value even with the new AP-weighted-
grade policy taking hold. 
 The MSA still maintains 
value that can’t be addressed by a 
number on a transcript, and so it will 
continue to thrive. According to College 
Board, 177,243 students took AP tests 
in 2016. Only around thirty kids per 
year can say they belong to William-
ston’s Math and Science Academy. 
The MSA offers experiences very few 

MSA Schedule vs. AP Classes
By Max Pleyte
Entertainment Page Editor

This weekend, 39 students from WHS attended the Great Lakes Invitational Model 
United Nations conference in Kalamazoo; the largest group from Williamston to 
date! Leaving on Wednesday and coming back to Williamston on Saturday night, 
they spent 4 days writing, giving speeches, and negotiating to meet a resolution for 
pressing topics such as Political Participation for Women, Authoritarianism and 
Democracy, and Security Cooperation in East Asia. 
 During plenary, or a 250-person combined committee, six students were 
“major speakers,” delivering 5-minute speeches about their topics. As a delegation, 
Williamston did great, earning various awards: Allyson Suandi (’20) earned an 
honorable mention for representing Venezuela in Environmental; Jacob Milam 
(’18) earned an honorable mention for representing Germany in United Nations 
Development; Lia Bommarito (’18) earned best delegate for representing Germany 
in UN Women; Katie Sundeen (’20) earned an honorable mention for representing 
Senegal in the UN Security Council; and Jess Robach (’18), Bommarito, and 
Milam worked together to earn Best Delegation in the Environmental and Social 
Plenary. Congratulations MUNers!

Model UN Members Involved in 
K-zoo Conference

Charlie Buckley (‘18), a senior member of MUN, debates policy, representing 
Canada. Photo courtesy of Megan O’Rourke. 
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Humans of Williamston

EL-
EMENTARY SCHOOL
 My anxiety started in elementary school from 
kids just picking on me. Teasing and bullying, as I would 
call it. They would say “Oh, just take a joke.” It really does 
have a physiological effect from constantly thinking then 
at the end of the day dreaming. I had anger issues and I had 
a speech impediment. Having ADHD I would be very 
hyper and from all that, I was an easy target. They’d throw 
things at me. I would scream and get really mad at them. On 
the kickball field, it’s very cheesy, but they would call me 
“Lame-ison” because of how bad I was at kickball. They 
would team up against me, if I kicked the ball near to the 
end line, they counted it as out when obviously it wasn’t. 
They did other random things just to get a reaction out of me, 

which worked. I didn’t know better when I was younger. I 
had to be put into anger management and therapy in second 
grade. 
 The first time I actually wanted to kill myself 
was elementary school, it was really stupid and empty-head-
ed but a girl rejected me. We went to the pool once a week 
and I started to swim down to the bottom and float there, two 
great guys pulled me out. One of them talked to me and told 
me I can’t be doing that. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL
 Out of everyone in the school, only one person 
was there to say this is isn’t right, I’d rather not mention, but 
it was cool of them to do. I was friends with them till high 
school, we have split since then. It got a little bit better in 
middle school and I could control my emotions. That’s when 
my depression started to kick in, I started having problems 
with school, I wasn’t doing well when I was expected to do... 
well, I also had home problems. Depression hurts; it hurts a 
lot mentally. You get into a state when you are always think-
ing negative thoughts, your mind is going crazy, and you feel 
terrible all the time. I was on Prozac, Seroquel, and multiple 
other medications - I still take some to this day. 

HIGH SCHOOL
 Going into to high school I started to get into 
smoking, doing drugs, and drinking and that’s the only way 
I coped with my problems for a long time. Adderall was a 
big thing, a lot of people here would say they needed it for a 
test. I told them,“No you don’t... you don’t need that.” I went 
almost two months without eating a normal meal because 
I was constantly on [Adderall]. Addiction caused more 
depression because I just wanted [pills] all time, especially 
stimulants. I would be in my room with my thoughts and not 
want to be alive. 

 Last year I overdosed on Tramadol [a pain med] 
during school. At first I was fine, but then my vision got hazy, 
and I felt like I was going to throw up. I went into the bath-
room and vomited. The guy I did the drug with came in and 
started talking to me. Someone overheard what I had done 
and told a teacher. My mom picked me up from school. She 
took me to the hospital and after that, my mom transferred 
me to Pine Rest, which is in Grand Rapids. When I went 
there, I felt worse because of withdrawals from smoking and 
the drugs that were in my system. I later had another suicide 
attempt that I don’t remember because I was on drugs at the 
time. In total I’ve stayed at four different rehabilitation centers 
because of my opiod addictions.
 I have been better for eight months now. I have 
more passion for school, and I have different friends now. 
Some days and some nights I just fight through. Sleeping 
helps a lot, but I have trouble sleeping. Going to school 
helps; putting a lot of time and effort into school distracts 
from thinking about problems. What helps me cope? 
Cleaning... just cleaning my room also helps me clear my 
mind... listening to music... doing my homework, hanging 
out with friends. Overall, just distracting myself. I definitely 
talk to kids... freshmen and sophomores, and tell them “Do 
what you gotta do.” You know the commercials where they 
talk about how drugs are bad? Well they’re all true. Being 
suicidal is undoubtedly hard - but you really need to talk to 
someone.

THE FUTURE
I have dealt with anxiety and depression for so long, it’s go-
ing to stay with me. What does the future hold? Definitely to 
get off my meds. I was seeing a counselor once a week and 
now I see them once every two weeks... and I see a psychia-
trist... they both help. I want to become an engineer. 

Editor’s note: This story is a continuation of a series in a column that will appear in every issue of The Sting, in an effort to capture the humanity and real stories of 
the people of Williamston. Jamison Haley (‘19), has struggled with depression, anxiety, suicide and substance abuse. Here is his story in his own words: 

by Karlyn Wilson, photo editor

If you or someone you know is struggling 
with suicidal or self-harmful thoughts, call 
the local suicide hotline at East Lansing at 
(517) 337-1717, the national suicide preven-
tion lifeline at 1-800-273-8255, or speak to a 
counselor/trusted adult about the situation.

A Midsummer Night’s Dream
By Kennedy Farris and Jayla Lutz
Photographer and Exchange Editor

Star Wars: The Last Jedi
By Cullen Lynch
Tecnhonology Manager
Star Wars! Everybody recognizes the yellow scrolling text fading away as the fan-
fare triumphantly introduces a movie known to all. The next movie in the series, 
Star Wars: The Last Jedi, came out last week. With many students at Williamston 
High School having purchased a ticket a month in advance, we took a look into 
some of the most hardcore fans to see what they find special about Star Wars.

Noah Palmatier - Sophomore
“The amount of people in the 
longevity of the film’s showings...
There are people from multiple 
generations that like Star Wars, not 
just one.”

Haley Fancher - Sophomore
“My dad is a huge Star Wars geek. 
I wouldn’t have a choice [to watch 
Star Wars], he would always keep 
it on the TV. He took me to go and 
see the new one 3 years ago and I 
really enjoyed it. The movies are 
old but still very good.”

Katie Sundeen - Junior 
“My dad and I watched it together 
when I was little, so it was a bond-
ing thing.”

Logan Clay - Senior 
“I watched all of the Star Wars 
movies a lot as a kid and these 
movies helped get me through my 
childhood.”

Paul Muir - Junior 
 “Looking at what Star Wars used 
to be compared to... now. I grew 
up with my parents praising the 
old movies even though the graph-
ics sucked. It’s really cool to see 
how the graphics have changed 
and how they keep on finding a 
plot after this long.”

Alex Zserdin - Sophomore
“I grew up with Star Wars my en-
tire life. Since I was a little girl, my 
dad would always put Star Wars 
on and teach me the motions of the 
Jedis. He helped me know the dif-
ference between evil and good.”

Mr. Chamberlain - Teacher
“I grew up with [Star Wars]; I was 
a small child when the first movie 
came out.”

Cast List
Hunter Kinne(18’)………...Lysander
Richard Shane(19’)...........Demetrius
Jessica Hood(18’).............Hermia
Haley Nichols(18’).............Helena
Ryan Schotzko(19’)..........Theseus
Kennedy Farris(18’).......Hippolyta, 
Philostrate
Jayla Lutz(18’)...............Hippolyta, 
Philostrate
Trent Reed(21’).................Egeus
Jacob Potter(18’).....Nick Bottom (as 
Pyramus)
Thad Konieczny(21’).........Peter 
Quince
Ben Barish(21’).................Flute (as 
Thisbe)
Liz Lloyd(19’)................Starveling 
(as Moonshine), Peaseblossom
Hannah Stampfly(19’)......Snout (as 
the Wall)
Sam Smelser(21’).............Snug (as 
the Lion)
Caleb Tracy(18’)...............Puck
Carter Bouse(20’).............Oberon
Amy Anderson(18’)..........Titania
Paige MacGillis(18’).........Titania
Kailey Reed(19’)...............Fairy
Claire Flaherty(18’)...........Cobweb
Emma Agnew(21’)............Moth
Amber Stiffler(21’).............Mustard-
seed

 Allow the Williamston 
Theater Production class to sweep you 
away for a mystical adventure into the 
woods! Where enemies fall in love, 
and an actor shows his true self during 
a civil war in the Fairy Kingdom all be-
cause of a mischievous elf named Puck. 
The Williamston High School Theater 
Production class has been working 
on Midsummer Night’s Dream since 
October . You can see the show January 
13 at 7pm , January 14 at 3pm, January 
20 at 7pm and January 21 at 3pm!
 Here’s an interview with two 
senior leads of AMND who are also 
new to theater: Hunter Kinne (‘18) and 
Amy Anderson (‘18)!
What do you think about being 
looked up to by underclassmen, not 
only as leads, but also as seniors?
 Hunter: It doesn’t scare me 
in theater, but maybe outside in actual 
life it does.
 Amy: Yeah, it’s weird 
because there are certain things I don’t 
know and I will get wrong then people 
will have to correct me. So those little 
things that I am still learning, and I 
kinda have to do the whole “fake it ‘till 
you make it”. You are definitely more 
conscious of what you’re doing at all 
times. 

Has your social group changed since 
joining the class?   
Hunter: It has a little bit actually. Most 
of the guys I was already friends with, 
but I did start talking to more people. 
 Amy: When you spend so 
much time in rehearsals with a person 
you have to get to know them, espe-
cially if you are in a scene with them. 
 Hunter: If you don’t get 
along, you might be miserable. 
 Amy: With my love interest, 
it’s a lot harder to not know them. I 
remember very consciously being like 
“Okay, if I’m gonna be in love with this 
kid I have to at least be his friend.” So 
my social group completely flipped.

What advice would you give to any-
one who was thinking about joining 
theater?
 Amy: My biggest piece of 
advice: don’t wait if you want to do it. 
Don’t create excuses because there is 
room for everyone, even if you don’t 
want to be on stage. 
 Hunter: I mean, all I can say 
is join. If you really want to do it then 
there is no reason not to. No one can 
criticise you for trying.
 Catch these Newbies on 
the stage in William Shakespeare’s A 
MidSummer Night’s Dream on Janu-
ary 13th, 14th, 20th, and 21st!

Lochlyn Reed (‘19), Seth Woodbury (‘19) and Elise Cousineau (‘20) work on an MSA 
Research Project. 

Thespians: (Left to Right) Caleb Tracy (‘18), Hunter Kinne (‘18), Haley Nichols 
(‘18), Rick Shane (‘19), and Carter Bouse (‘20) captured mid-rehearsal.

What makes you 
different from the 

other 2+ million stu-
dents that apply to 
college each year?

“

”

By Lia Bommarito
Front Page Editor


